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Equitable data stewardship emphasizes that

disaggregated data collection alone is not enough

to address systemic racism and other forms of

inequity and discrimination to  achieve equity. Data

collection should serve this broader purpose and

be accompanied by processes aimed at reducing

oppression and promoting equity. Merely

collecting data does not guarantee policy reform or

material change.

DATA TO
INCREASE
EQUITY
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Moreover, equitable data stewardship incorporates

accommodation and trauma-informed strategies, particularly

during data collection, to ensure that everyone can participate

without facing barriers or harm.

COMPASSIONATE
DATA COLLECTION

DATA TO
DISRUPT
This approach focuses on disrupting unequal power dynamics

and approaches within data collection, management, and

research processes. Equitable data stewardship involves building

respectful relationships, critical intent, and a commitment to

advancing equity and eliminating systemic injustice at every

stage of the data and research cycle. This includes power

sharing, involving marginalized voices, adopting inclusive

participatory governance, using diverse research methods, and

reporting data in a context-sensitive manner to facilitate positive

action.
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DATA IS
JUST THE
BEGINNING
Equitable data stewardship goes beyond data collection,

emphasizing the importance of purpose, process, and relationship-

building in the pursuit of reducing systemic racism and achieving

equality. It recognizes that data alone is insufficient to drive positive

change and advocates for a holistic approach to address inequalities

and injustices.
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